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Multicultural Workshop Report

Working Towards Multicultural with the Muslim Community

Did you know Morioka has a mosque? With more and more
people of the Islam faith coming to live in Iwate, the impor-
tance of the mosque as a place to gather has grown in recent
days. On February 25th, we held a cultural exchange workshop
on community building and disaster preparedness at the
mosque. Led by Oda Takahiro, a member of the Iwate Society
for Global Education, this is how the day went.

In the beginning, everyone in attendance was asked what they
liked and what they thought was good about Morioka and
Iwate. Everyone was then asked what they didn’t like or found
difficult or problematic living in Morioka and Iwate. From the
issues raised, each person was asked to pick two and give their
opinion or any possible solutions to the issue. Through this
exercise, we were able to learn that although many people
noted that the people in Morioka and Iwate are nice and the
beauty of the natural landscapes, several areas of concern were
raised, including the lack of Halal meal options and communi-

cation barriers.

There are many things we learned hcaring from the partici—
pants. One Japanese participant was surprised to hear that
Halal food is not restricted to Muslims and so long as meat and

alcohol is avoided, they noticed the similarities between Halal
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food and traditional Japanese cuisine. However, one of Muslim
participant pointed out that the idea of Halal food might be
difficult to understand and suggested that Japanese people
make vegetarian menus instead. Sometimes, we end up
overthinking the idea of other cultures, or we put up a shield
and just say “When in Rome, do as the Romans do”, expecting
the foreigners to adjust to our culture, but by respecting our
cultural differences and focusing on the same goal, we should

be able to understand each other more than ever.

There was also some feedback from the Muslim participants;
mostly on wanting to learn Japanese, communicating with the
local community better and finding employment. From this,
we can see their earnest desire to study more Japanese to be
able to communicate better and become an active member of
society.

After the workshop, everyone socialized while eating a meal
of lamb curry and biryani prepared by the mosque. Seeing the
pure joy on everyone’s faces was a highlight of the event. In a
day and age where tools and technologies can help us commu-
nicate without having to know the language, this workshop
allowed us to realize the first step towards multiculturalism is

to understand the other person as an individual.
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My Mother

If you were to ask what I am most proud of, I
would definitely answer with “my mother.” Although my
mother is a petite 145cm tall, she always smiles brightly.
When I was 16, my father passed away from illness. My
mother worked tirelessly every day so my younger brother
and I could continue to have an education (in spite of the fact
that my three older sisters could not). My mother turned 62
this year, but as my brother is still in his second year of
university, she must continue to work for at least another

several years.

My hard-working mother has always been my
pride, and I hope to learn from her. My mother was born
and raised in the rural countryside, and had even experi-
enced the hardships of the Vietnam War. Her parents did not
send her to school beyond three years of elementary school,
so physical labour is the only work she is able to do. She did
various jobs like helping her parents plant rice and selling
sugar canes at the market. After marrying my father when
she was 26, she would do jobs like helping with carpentry in
the downtime from her job with planting rice. My father had
my three older sisters attend school up to middle school, but
due to our financial situation they were made to take up

carpentry work afterwards. My mother persuaded my father
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Ninh ThiThao (Vietnam)

to allow my younger brother and me to be able to have a
higher education, and she worked harder than ever before to

make that happen.

I'am proud that my mother is always supportive of
me. Since I was born, she has never once gotten mad at me.
My mother recognizes that she had little education and
knowledge, so she would tell me “it’s for yourself, so you’re
the one who has to make the decision.” She would always tell
me, “it’s something you decided, so make sure you carry it
through to the end.” Because of her way of bringing me up, I
was able to decide for myself on important choices for my
life. Even when others could not understand the decisions I
made, she would tell me kindly to do my best. It is because

of my mother that Tam who I'am now.

At the end of last November, I went back to
Vietnam for the first time in five and a half years to meet my
mother and siblings. I do not know why, but I could not stop
crying when I saw my mother and her rugged hands and
wrinkled face. T know how hard she had been working in the
long period since I came to Japan to live my own life. I vow
to continue living as happily and with as much care as I can

with my mother and my family.

Ninh Thi Thao (#7)
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The Star Ferry: A Much Loved Ride Even as a Local

The Star Ferry first started operating in 1888 and carried passengers between Central on Hong Kong
Island and Tsim Sha Tsui on the Kowloon Peninsula, and has a proud legacy of over 100 years. It currently
only offers passage from Tsim ShaTsui to Central and to Wan Chai. While riding the Star Ferry, you can
enjoy the scenic views on both sides of Victoria Harbour as well as have a breather away from a hectic daily
life to relax. Only the ferry from Central offers an upper and lower deck, so I recommend taking this
route.

Although the scenery while riding the Star Ferry has not changed much from my childhood all the
way to adulthood, it does not feel the same to me each time. After studying abroad in Japan, whenever I
come back to Hong Kong I always take the Star Ferry and take pictures of the view with my camera. I take
the ferry at least once at sunset and once at night, because the scenery in Victoria Harbour is completely

different at sunset and at night.
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